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Retrosheet Web Site Has Permanent Home  
 
One advantage of the long delay since the 
last newsletter is that I can finally report 
success in the transfer of our web site to 
our own server.  The details are bloody and 

mportant, but the bottom line is 
that we had four different DSL (Digital Sub-

oviders in the last 6 months.  
One (NorthPoint) went out of business two 
days after we were connected and we were helped out by 
TotalSports (Quokka) which took our site back and ran it 
until we got the current, hopefully permanent, connection.  

s to TotalSports for hosting the site for several 
years, covering us in this latest emergency and doing eve-
rything necessary to get the registration of the domain 
name transferred from them to us. 
 
Now that the server is running in a stable way in my base-
ment, we can work on the expansions and enhancements 
we had in mind when we decided last year to host the web 
site on our own.  The most dramatic changes have to do 
with the additions of game logs and schedules, courtesy of 
Tom Ruane.  These are detailed elsewhere in the issue, 
but thanks to Tom's literally tireless efforts, we are break-
ing into exciting new territory.  Stay tuned and keep check-
ing the web site for more details over the next few months  
 
Speaking of friends, I wish to extend a sincere thank you 
to the many people who responded to our fund- e-
quest in the last newsletter.  As you recall, we were asking 
for donations to cover the cost of the new computer, DSL 

on, and monthly fee.  I am happy to report that we 
have received around $5000 to date, showing once again 
how Retrosheet has touched something in a lot of people; 
what a wonderful endorsement this is.  We are now in 
good stable condition to continue our Internet presence as 
an important part of the baseball research landscape. 

David W. Smith 
President 

The annual meeting of Re t-
rosheet will take place on 
Sunday, July 15 at 8 AM in 
Milwaukee at the start of the 
last day of the 31st SABR 
convention.  The room will 
be announced in the sched-
ule distributed at the con-
vention.  The public is we l-
come to this meeting at 
which we will do a small bit 
of business and report on 
activities of the past year. 
 
The term of Board member 
Clem Comly expires this 
year and we therefore need 
an election.  Board mem-
bers Sherri Nichols and 
Luke Kraemer are the Nomi-
nating Committee charged 
to prepare a slate of candi-
dates for this position.  If 
you are interested in being 
nominated or in nominating 
someone else, please con-
t a c t  L u k e 
(lkraemer@easystreet.com) 
or Sherri (snichols@rahul.
net) as soon as possible. 
 
We apologize for the very 
late announcement of the 
meeting and the election. 

Retrosheet 
Annual Meeting 
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Web Site Additions 

By Dave Smith 
 
Having the web site under own control allows us to 
increase not only how much material we have 

lable, but it also lets us do new things.  Due 
almost entirely to the efforts of Tom Ruane, there 
are samples of two new types of data on the web 
site which are available for examination by anyone 
interested in checking them out.  Since we are still 

very early stages here, there are no links to 
any of the new data from within the site, but they 
are accessible with the followi  
 
http://www.retrosheet.org/gamelogs/ 
http://www.retrosheet.org/gamelogs/html/ 
 
Each of these is a folder on our web si
contains a number of files.  The html folder has 
over 1900 of them, so be ready for some poten-
tially slow loading.  Here is what you will find: 
 

 
There is a log file for each season from 1981 
through 1998, with each record containing data for 
one game.  There are 105 fields in each record, 
with the meaning of each detailed in the file 
glfields.txt which is at the bottom of that directory 
listing (at the very bottom is the html directory so 
you can get there this way as well).  One of the en-
hancements we are definitely working on is the 
creation of a user-friendly way to extract meaning-
ful subsets of these 105 fields, since it is expected 
that very few people will be interested in the full 
data for all games.  However, at this time if you 
want to do anything with them, you need to 
download the entire file.  One type of feedback we 

love to have is for suggestions as to what 
groupings to establish.  For example, it seems rea-
sonable that all starting lineups could be extracted 
as a unit, but not individual positions.  For the nu-
merical data, there are some "major" and "minor" 
category groupings that could be created.  I envi-
sion perhaps 8 to 10 of these subgroups with the 
user being able to click on a specific group for one 
game or a group of games, but I am very open to 
other ideas as to how best to organize this large 
amount of data.  This notice will also be posted to 
the Retrolist so we maximize the chance for com-
ments.  One additional feature will be a link for 

each game that will retrieve the play by play and box 
score for a desired game or group of games, assuming 
that Retrosheet has the data.  Note that for the 1997 and 
1998 seasons, there are totals files with team data for 

 
 

 
rrently available cover the years 1900 -

as a sample.  Tom has done a wonderful job of connect-
ing a great deal of basic information in this series of files.  
There is a separate file for each calendar day in a given 

.  For example, click on the file:  
 
 calday_06141908.html 
 
and you will be taken to a page that begins with the re-
sults of all games played on June 14, 1908 (the date is 
embedded in the file name in an obvious way).  At the top 

e "PREV" and "NEXT" buttons to take you 
back or forward one day, respectively.  Scroll down and 
immediately below the results you will find the standings 
for both leagues, updated through the games of that day.  
Also included is an updated total of runs sc
allowed for each team at that point in the schedule.  If 
you click on one of the team abbreviations, then you will  
be taken to a season summary for that team with the re-
cord broken down by home and road games and sepa-
rated vs each opponent.  Once again the very useful 
categories of runs scored and allowed are present.  
Scroll down past these summaries and you will find the 
daily results for that team for that season.  I hope that 
one day these days will have active links so that a click 
will take you to a prepared box score and play by play 
account for viewing or downloading.  
 
There are so many aspects to these files that I will not 
pretend I can cover all of them here.  My job was to ex-
plain enough of the basics so you could navigate the fold-
ers and see what we currently have.  Hopefully we will 
get lots of comments and suggestions; these can be sent 
to me (dwsmith@udel.edu) or to Tom (truane@bestweb.
net).  One other option which I have not mentioned, but 
which will definitely become important
downloads.  As the files stand now, you would need to 
use your browser to collect each one, which could be a 

 task.  We should consider having ZIP archives 
of the relevant items for rapid retrieval.  Once again there 
are several ways to organize this and your ideas are ac-
tively encouraged. 

See You at the Annual Meeting on July 15th in Milwaukee 


